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Roper's ?    Pag. 363.    De resignatione Magni SigH/i in wan/is Regis per D. Thoinain Moruin.    Pag. 364.    Mori Dcfcnsio Maria:.
' If you procure the young gentleman in the library to write out what you think fit to be written, I will send to Mr. Prince the bookseller to pay him what you shall think proper.
'Be pleased to make my compliments to Mr. Wise, and all my friends.
' I am, Sir,
' Your affectionate, &c.
' SAM:. JOHNSON.' '[London] Aug. 7, 1755.'
The Dictionary, with a Grammar and History of the English Language, being- now at length published, in two volumes folio, the world contemplated with wonder so stupendous a work atchievecl by one man, while other countries had thought such undertakings fit only for whole academies. Vast as his powers were, I cannot but think that his imagination deceived him, when he supposed that by constant application he might have performed the task in three years. "Let the Preface be attentively perused, in which is given, in a clear, strong, and glowing style, a comprehensive, yet particular view of what he had done; and it will, be evident, that the time he employed upon it was comparatively short. I am unwilling to swell my book with long quotations from what is in every body's hands, and I believe there are few prose compositions 'in the English language that arc read with more delight, or arc more impressed upon the memory, than that preliminary discourse. One of its excellencies has always struck me with peculiar admiration: I mean the perspicuity with which he has expressed abstract scientifick notions. As an instance of this, I shall quote the following sentence: 'When the radical idea branches out into parallel ramifications, how can a consecutive scries be formed of senses in their own1 nature collateral?' We have here an example of what has been often said, and I believe with justice, that there is for every thought a certain nice adaptation of words which none other could equal, and which, when a man has been so fortunate as to hit, he has attained, in that particular case, the perfection of language.
The extensive  reading which was  absolutely necessary for
1 Own not in the original.    Johnson's Works, v. 36. U 2
theiles Ralph Kettel, President of Trinity from Oxford.' • WARTON.—BOSWELL. College, for the accommodation of
